The road to a million new Latino voters…
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Political power listens to one thing: votes! While immigrant voices are growing stronger, there are many issues we need to address to fulfill our most cherished dreams.  

There is no greater love than the love we have for our family and children.  We all hope for a prosperous life and good health.  Yet our communities suffer from low wages, poor healthcare & poor schools. Once again immigrants are under attack. 

With your help we can stop these attacks on immigrant families once and for all. We want to register one million new Latino voters not only for the issues that matter to our families; but also so that immigrant voices will be heard. We want to make sure that our contributions are appreciated and our community will is respected.   

The road to one million votes begins with you, your family, and your friends.  Do you qualify to become a citizen?  What steps will you need to take?  What is some of the information you will need to provide? 

We also ask that after using this book, that you pass it on to a friend, co-worker, neighbor or family member.
Do you qualify for 

US Citizenship?

If you answer yes to the following questions you are eligible to becoming a US Citizen.

· Are you at least 18 years of age?

· Are you a Legal Permanent Resident (green card holder) for at least 5 years, OR, are you married to a U.S. citizen, and have been a Legal Permanent Resident for at least 3 years?

· Do you have good moral character?

If you answered yes to all of the above boxes continue to learn about other requirements to begin.

If you did not answer yes to all of the above boxes it is never too early to begin to prepare for when your time comes. In the meantime pass this book on to a friend.

These are general requirements to become a citizen. Additional information and/or documentation may be required. Such as

· have basic knowledge of U.S. Government and History

· able to read, write, speak, and understand basic English


How to get started?

STEP 1: Complete the application

· Compile all necessary documents.
· Take 2 passport photographs.

· Complete the application. (if you have any of the above mentioned problems consult with an attorney).
· Mail the completed application along with 1) two passport-size photographs, 2) copies of your permanent residency card, 3) copy of license or identification card, and 4) copy of social security card. Mail to the appropriate USCIS processing center in your area. 

· Include your check or money order an the amount (check local offices for Cost) payable to U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services.  

Note: once you have sent your application to USCIS it is recommended that you do not travel outside the U.S.
STEP 2: Receipt confirmation

Approximately a month or two after mailing your N-400 application to USCIS you should receive a notice of receipt in the mail confirming your application was received. If you do not receive this within 8 weeks please contact the person who filled out your application.

STEP 3: Biometrics (Fingerprints)

· In 2-4 months you should receive an appointment to have your biometrics taken at an authorized USCIS fingerprint site.
· You should also be notified of any additional documents that would need to be provided.
· USCIS will conduct a background check with your biometrics.
STEP 4: Your interview

· 4-6 months after your fingerprints are taken and USCIS will mail you an interview notice.
· By this time you will need to have basic English and have basic knowledge of U.S. government and history.
· In your interview, you will be asked questions in English about your application and background, take your English and civic tests, and receive a decision on whether you passed the naturalization requirements. 
· You are responsible to prepare for the interview exam. Note: classes are available across the country at churches, schools and community centers, but it is your responsibility to follow through on your preparation. You must demonstrate a basic ability to speak, read and write English, and a basic knowledge of U.S. government and history.

· You do not need to speak English perfectly, but you should be able to maintain a conversation in basic English.

Note: you can take the exams in your native language if:

· you are over 50 years of age and you have been a legal resident for at least 20 years

· you are over 55 years of age and have been a legal resident for at least 15 years

· you are over 65 years of age and have been a legal resident for at least 20 years

Once you pass your exams and have completed all of your documentation and background information you are ready to be sworn in.

STEP 5: Your oath ceremony

You will receive an appointment letter for the naturalization swearing-in ceremony in 7 to 9 months. Upon taking the oath ceremony you become a Citizen. Congratulations!  You are now a U.S. Citizen.


Summary of requirements and documentation needed.

Check for the Amount of fee or money order payable to:  U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Service
2 Passport photographs.

Copies of  Identification

· Driver’s license or State issued I.D.

· Social Security Card

· Legal Permanent Residency Card “Green Card”

Travel Outside the U.S. 

· Number of trips, 24 hours or longer, outside of the U.S. in the last 5 years, include total days out of  U.S.

· Number of trips, 24 hours or longer, outside the U.S. since becoming a Legal Permanent Resident- date left the U.S., date returned to U.S., country of travel, total days out of U.S.

Address

· Address and dates of residence during the last 5 years including other countries.

· List each address where you have lived and include from (month/day/year) to (month/day/year).

Employment/School

· List names, dates, and addresses of all employers or schools in the last 5 years.

· Title of position held.

Marriage(s) (current and former)

Present Spouse:

· Full name, include first, middle, and last names

· Address

· Country and Date of birth

· Date of marriage by law

· Social Security Number

· A# from his/her “green card”

· Date and place of naturalization

· Immigration status

Children

· Names of all children, living in the U.S. and outside the U.S.

· Date and Country of birth

· City and State of where they live

· Alien numbers of all children

Criminal Record- (if you have an Arrest Record) 

· Date and location of any arrest, (arrests do not automatically disqualify you. Consult with an attorney)
· Nature of the offense and Outcome of the case

· Police report and final court disposition
Other Issues That May Affect Your Application

· Child support of children living in the U.S. and outside the U.S.

· Unpaid parking ticket(s) or any unpaid ticket(s)

Selective Service (SS)

If you have not registered for Selective Military Service and are between the ages of 18 to 25 you should register by calling SS.

If you registered and do not have this information, you can obtain it by calling SS.

If you were born after 1960 and you were in the U.S. between the ages of 18 to 25, you must have registered with Selective Service even if you were undocumented. 

For more information call SS  (847) 688-2576.

Income Tax Returns- IRS

If you’ve ever failed to file a tax return since becoming a Permanent Resident, gather all correspondence with IRS regarding your failure to file.

If you have any overdue federal, state, or local taxes, bring a signed agreement from that tax office showing that you filed a tax return and arranged to pay the owed taxes; AND documentation of your repayment program.

This information is provided by Strengthen Our Lives: thru Action, Participation and Education (a.k.a. SOL). 

SOL is a non-profit civic participation projected created by progressive labor unions to work in California’s immigrant communities.  
for additional information 

call SOL at (562) 862-3456.
www.sol-california.com
9406 Telegraph

Downey, CA 90240

Disclaimer: The information is not intended to be a complete guide; please seek specific advice from an attorney; SOL is not responsible for any actions taken as a result of this information.
Consult with an attorney if:


You have ever been arrested or have traveled outside the  United States for a long period of time (six months or more)


Not filed taxes or improperly filed taxes


Have child support


Voted in U.S. elections or ever claimed to be a U.S. citizen








Note: The time that a naturalization application is processed from beginning to end may vary from applicant to applicant.
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